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Cast Li st

Good Quys:

1. Frank-frog

2. Odlie-dragonfly (1 line)
3. Coldie-veil tail goldfish
4. Bob-nutant frog

5. Felicia-female frog

Bad Cuys:
6. Mortiner-praying mantis
7. A-alligator

Supporting Cast (in order of appearance):

pond critters in lecture hall (1 Iine)

pond guard fly by

plastic alligator

Shel i a-frogess with bad eyesight (1 |ine)
Edwena-frogess after noney (2 |ines)

A d Possum

A ow Bug

ugly frogess

G nger-frogess with "frog" in her throat (3 Iines)
tiny frog

younger pond critters fromouter bank (I aughing)
Moe-Frank's Dad (1 |ine)

ad alligator

vari ous gl ow bugs

femal e bal |l oon dragonfly

pond critters on path to sacred grotto (Il aughing)
koi guard

Ani ent Ones (A d Koi)

Cair-field nouse

Human

Her ons

Captain of the Pond CGuard-blue/green dragonfly (2 |ines)
pond critters of all ages at festival (2 lines)




"Frank Goes Sw mmi ng"

ACT ONE
FADE | N:
W DE ANGLE AERI AL VI EW
POND-5 YEARS AGO- DAY

The pond with a central island; shaded by the overhangi ng
foliage of a Weping WII ow. PUSH I N on a rather |arge
lily pad at the edge of the island and CUT TO...

FRANK' S LILY PAD-5 YEARS AGO- DAY

FRANK, a sinple green and bl ack spotted coll ege pond frog,
weari ng sungl asses and a t-shirt that says "I break for
Bugs!"; is holding a string in his right hand attached to
CLLIE, a purple and yellow dragonfly and a spray bottle of
water that he msts hinself with as needed in his |eft
hand.

FRANK
Circle.Figure-8..D anond cut back...

Olie perforns the various flight patterns as Frank calls
themout. (Note: Alie is on string and nmust not get
tangl ed; patterns are perforned on horizontal plane.)

W DER ANGLE

GOLDIE, a beautiful orange and white veil tailed goldfish,
is watching fromthe water. dIlie conpletes the patterns
and hovers in place breathing harder and sweati ng.

GOLDI E (V.Q)
Excellent form & speed! Geat job, dlie!
You have trai ned himwell, Frank.

Alie smles and shakes off the sweat, a few drops hit
Frank in the process. Frank eyeballs the drops and is
rem nded to mst hinself with the spray bottle.



FRANK
Goldie is right, Alie, you are doing
really well. | bet you will make the
best Pond CGuard flyer yet!

Adlie beans with pride and does a quick D anond cut back.

CAMERA PANS UP to the nearby overhangi ng branches of the
Weeping WI | ow.

PUSH IN to reveal the canoufl aged MORTI MER, a green and
brown praying mantis that is hangi ng upside down in attack
formati on.

ANGLE CAMERA to Mortiner's POV watching Alie intently.

FRANK
Wait till you see his |latest dive maneuver;
W call it: "the Roll-COver". Go ahead
dlie, show her.

CUT TOdIlie nodding in agreenent and starting the
maneuver. dlie starts with a horizontal circling notion.

W DER TO | NCLUDE FRANK & GOLDI E wat ching intently.
Alie progressively circles higher, CUT TO...
Mortimer's eyes circling along with Alie, CUT TO..

Olieis eye level with Mortimer, realizing what he is
| ooking at, his eyes bulge. CUT TO...

Frank and Goldie are watching AQlie. CUT TO...

CLOSE UP novenent is seen from Weping WIllow. Mrtiner is
di scover ed.
GOLD E
Wat ch out!

CLCSE I N on Frank junping away from the overhangi ng
branches dragging Alie with him Frank junps tw ce and
then O S... CUT TO...

CLOSE INon Alie's face.



OLLI E
(scream ng)

CUT TO.Mortimer is extended with attack arns outstretched
and enpty except for a small fragment. CUT TO...

Goldie squirts water in a streamtoward Mrtiner. CUT TO...

Mrtimer's POV. Streamof water is heading his way.
DI SSCLVE TO...

W DER TO | NCLUDE ALL

Mortimer is dripping water fromthe top of his head and his
outstretched arnms. Frank is holding AQlie close and
cal m ng him

GOLD E
Prayi ng on the | esser chall enges again,
Mortinmer? No wonder you are so skinny!
Leave A lie alone and go pick on soneone
your own size, now Shoo!

Goldie hits the surface of the pond with one of her fins
sending water in Mortimer's general direction. CUT TO...

CLOSE IN on Mortinmer's dripping scowing face.

WDER as Mortinmer pulls in his arns and slinks upward into
the tree. The small fragnment drifts down to the floor of
the Lily pad like a feather. CUT TO...

CLOSE I N as Col di e frowns.

GOLDI E
How s dlie?

CUT TO Frank examning Alie's damaged wing. A tear rolls
down his face as he describes the damage.

FRANK
He'll never be able to join the Pond Guard.

PUSH INto AOlie closing his eyes and FADE TO...



FRANK' S LI LY PAD- PRESENT- MORNI NG
W DE ANGLE

Frank is standing in front of a podiumlecturing to VAR OUS
POND CRI TTERS (ot her pond frogs, tree frogs, golden apple
snail, mce, lizards, noles, turtles, possumns,

humm ngbi rds, and sal amanders) that are seated or perched
in the overhangi ng branches that nmake up the | ecture hal
half of his lily pad. Behind Frank is a blackboard with
drawi ngs of the life stages of a Dragonfly. Frank is
wearing a tie and readi ng gl asses and | ooks very nmuch |ike
t he Professor of Entonology the placard in front of the
podi um proclains himto be.

PUSH I N on Frank di scussing why dragonflies are inportant
to the safety of the pond.

FRANK
The Pond Guard is constantly searching
t he pond for signs of danger, they are
our first defense agai nst predators;
| f danger is spotted it is the
responsibility of the fastest dragonfly
to alert the Koi Warrior Guard.

Ending his |last statenent; Frank notions toward the sky.
The pond critters look in the direction of his indication
and CUT TO...

A group of 12 dragonflies approach overhead. The pond
critters marvel at the grace and precision of the POND
GUARD as they performa D anond Back flight pattern in
uni son.

VARI QUS POND CRI TTERS
Qooh! , Aahh! (and appl ause)

CUT TO.Olie entering the lecture hall wearing a pouch and
hol ding a nmessage in his hand, he is staring at the Pond
Guard as he advances toward Frank. H's eyes follow their
circuitous route of the Figure-8 flight pattern they are
perform ng and he runs into Frank in the process. Letters
fromhis mail pouch fly out and get scattered across the
podium area. Sighing with fatherly patience, Frank

di sm sses class while pulling the spray bottle out of his
nmout h and m sting hinself



FRANK
Cl ass Di sni ssed.

Frank puts the spray bottle back in his nouth and starts
hel ping to pick up the scattered nessages. CUT TO...

Alie is stuffing the last of the nessages in his pouch
his broken wing can be seen clearly now that he is
stationary and not flying.

PUSH I N on pouch to note that it says "Pond Post" and has
several buttons of Evinrude pinned to it.

WDER as O lie singles out one nessage in particular and
hands it to Frank who proceeds to read it. CUT TO..

Frank is witing a reply to the nmessage; he folds it up and
hands it back to dlie. dIlie notes that the nessage
address now reads: Uncle Bob and nods. DI SSOLVE TO...

PATHWAY TO UNCLE BOB' S HOUSE- CONTI NUQUS

Alieis flying in a darting notion that mmcs the D anond
Back maneuver over a pathway that cuts through tall green
foliage. He passes an aged wooden arrow sign that has “BOB
and four eyeballs” scratched into it. Up ahead on the path
somet hing sparkles with a blue light and attracts Alie's
attention. Instead of zoom ng right toward the sparkl es,
Alie clutches his mail pouch and searches the surroundi ng
foliage for anything out of the ordinary. H s eyes pass
over a leaf with a large dark spot that takes on the form
of Mortiner in hiding. Alie nods, picks up a rock and
proceeds to zoom forward after the sparkling blue object,
stopping just short of the kill zone; he tosses the rock
toward the object. Mrtinmer attacks! but finds his arns
are enpty and fromhis POV, that he is staring at an upside
down A lie who sticks out his tongue, ...

OLLIE
(sticking out tongue noi ses)

qgui ckly grabs the blue object and continues on his upside
down way.

Mortimer fumes with steam w appi ng around his head and
flowng off his chin. D SSOLVE TO...



FRANK' S LILY PAD- SUNSET

Frank and BOB, a slightly larger dark green and yel |l ow
green spotted pond frog with 4 eyes, are sitting on the
outward edge of the lily pad, silhouette by the setting
sun.

PUSH I N on Bob, snoking a pipe and bl owi ng snoke rings of
various geonetric shapes; his eyes are noving i ndependently
and follow ng the snoke rings in different directions.
Frank is watching the water and nervously m sting hinself,
he accidentally over sprays and gets water on one of the
roving eyeballs. This eyeball blinks several tinmes and
gives Frank a dirty look. Frank plays it off | ooking
toward the sky and whistling.

FRANK
(whi stling)

BOB
May- Pol e i s approachi ng.

FRANK
| know...

Bob bl ows several heart shaped snoke rings into the air,
Frank focuses on the hearts drifting toward the horizon...

BOB (V.Q)
You' re not getting any younger and
A lie has been on his own for sone
time now, you need to think about
starting a real famly.

FRANK
| know...

BOB
Ever thought about that quick dating
t hi ng... The 60 second date? They have
one going on tonmorrow i f your interested.
It mght give you an idea of who is
avai | abl e.

FRANK (V. Q)
| ¢

(sighing) Al right.l"l heck it out.



Frank wat ches the | ast heart shaped snoke ring near the
horizon. PUSH IN to reveal the heart fram ng the
silhouette of an alligator, eyes glinting red in the
setting sun. WDEN TO Frank junpi ng back away fromthe
edge of the lily pad, fear on his face. FADE TO...

SHADED HOLLOW NEAR BASE OF W LLOW TREE- M D- MORNI NG

The shaded hol | ow has dappled light filtering through the
over hanging wi I | ow branches. Mishroomtables are set
around the hollow in restaurant fashion with a very | arge
overly decorated, rotating face, "love" clock standing in
t he center.

Frank, with A lie hovering close-by for noral support, is
sitting at a table near the back of the hollow. PUSH I N on
Frank m sting hinmself and adjusting his tie with Alie's
gui dance as SHELI A, a very skinny yellow green frogess sits
down across fromhim Frank eyes the overly | arge gl asses
that nake Shelia s eyes appear as big as Alie’ s and | ooks
toward Alie with a quizzical look. dIlie shrugs in
response.

Shelia’s POV. Blurry shapes are seen in the |ikeness of
Frank and Olie. dlie s eyes stand out and Shelia focuses
her attention in that direction, introducing herself to
Alie with an out-stretched hand.

SHELI A
H, |I’m Shelia.

AOlie looks at Frank with a quizzical |ook and Frank shrugs
in response. dlie nods and shakes Shelia's hand. Shelia
continues speaking to Alie as he nods in response to
various statenents.

SHELI A (V.Q)
.l"ma vegetarian...like to practice
synchroni zed swi nm ng..dragonflies scare
nme..damm Pond CGuard and their "fly-bys"..

Alie' s conplacent nods turn to wi de-eyed amazenent and he
| ooks over at Frank and shakes his head "NO" Frank sighs
and stares at the ticking second hand of the "l ove" clock

as the 60 second bell rings. CUT TO...
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EDVWENA, a very clean | ooking greenish-white frogess, sits
down and tells Alie to bring her a drink and shoos him
away.

EDVENA
Cet nme a dry martini with three flies
and make sure they're fresh, | want to
see them wi ggling.what are you waiting
for? | haven't got all day!...

A lie backs away fromthe table giving Frank the "who does
she think she is?" notion as he flies over an elderly
POSSUM who is sticking his dentures in a glass of water.
Edwena i ntroduces herself to Frank but doesn't give him
time to join the conversation. Frank's initial smle turns
into a frown as Edwena gets into her nonol ogue.

EDVENA
It is so hard to get good service
nowadays. | am Edwena Victoria Ew ng,

thrice divorced and tw ce w dowed..You
are? Oh, never mnd, it doesn't really
matter, what matters i s how nuch noney
do you nake a year? A girl has to | ook
her best, you know? Now, where is

t hat waiter?

Frank gl ances around for Olie and finds hi mpeeking out
from behind the "love" clock flashing a glow bug at himin
war ni ng and violently shaking his head "NO" The bel
rings and Edwena | ooks around for her waiter..and spies
Olie near the "love" clock

EDVEENA
VWhere is ny drink?

Alie quickly drops the gl ow bug which flies away and
sticks his nose up in the air in defiance, as he flies to
Frank' s side he veers over the old possumi s table again.
Frank di sm sses Edwena using the fakest smle possible
(wth teeth)...

FRANK
Good- by...1 hope you find a waiter...

Edwena narrows her eyebrows, frowns, and storns off.
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FRANK AND OLLI E
(laughter)

Alie sticks his tongue out at her back and Frank pulls out
the dentures, handing themoff to Alie who flies off.
Frank slunps down into his chair inrelief. He pulls out
his spray bottle and his msting hinself with his eyes

cl osed not noticing the TH RD FROGESS is al ready seated
across fromhim (her back is toward the viewer and she is
silhouetted with lots of warts). She has been waiting
quietly. Frank opens his eyes and quickly shuts them again
in disgust as Alie returns, sees her, loses his color and
faints. The bell rings and CUT TO...

Franks opens his eyes again and this tine G NGER, a
beautiful lime green frogess sits down and | ooks |ovingly
into Frank's eyes. Frank rubs his eyes for clarity,

smles, and nudges A lie into consciousness. dlie cones
to and proceeds to bulge his eyes, drop his jaw and drool.
Frank cl oses his jaw and wi pes the drool away, Olie smles
as they both | ook toward the beautiful frog. Frank

i ntroduces hinmself and Alie.

FRANK
| amdlie and this is Frank.no, | nean
| am Frank and this is Alie.

G nger nods in acknow edgenent and smles. Frank msts

hi rsel f again; he over sprays and is getting Alie wet.
Alie doesn't even notice that he is slowy sinking toward
Frank due to the wet wing. G nger then introduces herself
in a deep manly voi ce.

G NCGER
My nane is G nger.

Frank and O lie both drop their jaws, quickly close them
stare at each other, and then stare toward the exit.
G nger follows their direction and | ooks toward the exit.

G NGER
| s sonmething ..? (clears her throat)

G nger coughs up sonething into the pal mof her hand and
pl aces a very cute but TINY FROG on the table in front of
her.
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G NCER
I s sonet hing wong? (very sweet fem nine voice)

She | ooks back to find only dust clouds where Frank and
Olie were sitting.

G NGER
| thought this professor would be different...

She shrugs, pets the tiny frog and waits for the bell.
DI SSCLVE TO...

FRANK' S LILY PAD-M D AFTERNOON

Frank is at the podiumshuffling his notes trying to nmake
sonme order out of themand mask his frustration with the
whol e dating t hing.

FRANK (V. Q)
"My nanme is G nger"...

Franks shakes his head, finally getting his notes in order
and | ooks up. Frank is surprised to see all new faces,
YOUNG POND CRI TTERS and not his usual students. As he pans
his view of the students, his gaze stopping on the only
adult among them FELICIA, a very beautiful |ight green
with yell ow green spots frogess and she is heading right
for him As Felicia approaches the podium she introduces
hersel f and explains why they (her and the students) are

t here.

FELICIA (V. Q)
| amso sorry for the surprise,
t hought you knew. A frog naned Bob
told ne about your |ectures and said
it wouldn't be a problem that you
enjoyed working with children. | hope
it is still ok? Ch, | forgot..ny nane
is Felicia and these are ny students.

Frank's POV. Frank does not hear a word Felicia is saying
because he is lost in a dreanmy haze just |ooking at her.

An awkward silence follows as Frank the haze from his head
and realizes Felicia and the students are staring at him
waiting for himto do sonething. Frank plays this off with
the introduction to his lecture.
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FRANK
K, well, the life cycle of the
dragonfly is one of netanorphosis,
there are steps in this evolution that
can take years to..wait do you
youngsters know what net anor phosi s
means?

The young pond critters shake their heads "NO' in unison.

FRANK
CH well in that case et ne back up a bit...

Felicia sits down in the branches with her students and
wat ches Frank with rapt attention and a smle. FADE QUT...

END OF ACT ONE




ACT TWO

FRANK' S LI'LY PAD- CONTI NUOUS

The lecture is over, Frank is sitting next to Felicia and
they are staring into each others eyes. In the background,
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the students are having a recess and are using the branched

seating area as a jungle gym The scene is romantically
hazy as bits of their conversation are heard above the din.

YOUNG POND CRI TTERS (V. Q)

(I aughi ng, scream ng, school yard noi ses)

FRANK
..what is your favorite color?...
FELI Cl A
..blue, no red...
FRANK
..favorite food?...
FELI Cl A
fried flies ...
FRANK

..Where do you live?...

FELI Cl A
..the outer bank...

( SOUND EFFECT)
scratched record

Frank's POV. Al activity (Felicia and students) freezes.
Frank's vision dins as Felicia' s | ast words echo through

hi s brain.

FELI Cl A (echoi c)
.the outer bank.., .the outer bank...

| s sonet hing wong? Are you ok? Frank?

YOUNG POND CRI TTERS

(V. O continues as background noi se)
(laughi ng, scream ng, school yard noi ses)
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Ti me speeds back up as Felicia' s words becone clear. Frank
recovers fromhis shock and says he is fine.

FRANK
OH 1'mOK, but I owe you an expl anation...

Frank pulls out his spray bottle and m st hinself, he sighs
and proceeds to tell Felicia the truth. Felicia |ooks at
the spray bottle with a rai sed eyebrow and | eans back to
listen. DI SSOLVE TO FLASHBACK...

(black and white sepia toned footage) Frank and his dad,
MOE, swimm ng |aps together in between the lily pads.
Suddenly Moe stops swimm ng and yells for Frank to get out
of the water.

MCE (echoi c)
Frank! Get out of the water!

Frank junps for the nearest |lily pad and turns around to
w tness alligator jaws surrounding and swallow ng his
father. Tears roll down his young face. DI SSOLVE TO
PRESENT...

A tear is rolling down Frank's face and he quickly msts
hinmself to hide it. Felicia reaches out and hol ds his hand
in synpathy for his |oss as she | ooks into his eyes
lovingly. Frank accepts her gesture and | oses hinself in
her eyes. Staring at each other's eyes they soon realize
that there is a strange silence surrounding them Looking
down they see that they are hol ding hands and qui ckly
revert to a nore professional stance; dropping hands and

| ooki ng away as many gi ggl es break the silence.

YOUNG POND CRI TTERS
(gi ggl es)

Frank and Felicia i mediately blush causing even nore
gi ggl es.

YOUNG POND CRI TTERS
(1 ouder and nore giggl es)

Felicia recovers first and starts directing her students
toward the exit.
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FELI Cl A
Al'l right, everybody |line up. Mke
sure you are hol ding your buddy's hands.

YOUNG POND CRI TTERS
(gi ggl es)

Students are lined up in pairs holding hands and maki ng
googl el y-eyes at each other. They are nmuffling their
giggles with their free hands as they proceed through the
exit.

FELICI A
K, enough is enough; let's go.

Felicia is the last to | eave and she turns and waves good-
by to Frank, telling himto keep in touch.

FELI Cl A
Wite to ne.

Frank nods his smling head and waves as he watches her
| eave. DI SSOLVE TO...

FRANK' S LILY PAD- SUNSET

Frank is | ooking out over the water toward the outer bank.
He is inflating his nmouth pouch and making frog noises.

FRANK
(croak, rib-bit, frog noises)

Hi s nouth pouch turns pink as it expands and when it first
col | apses, the outline of the water bottle can be seen. As
the sun di ps below the horizon the gl ow bugs dot the

| andscape illum nating the approaching night. Frank sighs
in contentnment, pulls out a piece of paper and co-hearses a
near - by gl ow bug to hang around for sone spot illum nation.
He starts witing. "Dear Felicia." can be seen over his
shoul der on the parchnent below. CUT TO...

Frank's hand is placing an envel ope addressed to Felicia in
the mail basket near the edge of the lily pad. The nmai
basket is small, but big enough to hold letters and is nade
from woven bl ades of grass; Pond Post is narked on the side
with a crude drawing of a dragonfly. D SSOLVE TO...
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- TWO DAYS LATER- MORNI NG

There is a letter in the mail basket. Frank does not
recogni ze the handwiting and excitedly rips open the
letter, breathes in a deep whiff of what nust be Felicia's
perfume and smles. Over his shoulder can be read " MWy
dear est Frank..Thinking of you, Felicia". CUT TO...

Frank putting a letter in the nail basket addressed to
Felicia. DI SSOLVE TO...

- TWO DAYS LATER- MORNI NG

The mail basket is enpty. Frank sighs and | ooks around for
any sign of dlie. Disappointed, he sighs again. DI SSOLVE
TO...

- TWO DAYS LATER- MORNI NG

There is a letter in the mail basket. Frank's frown turns
upsi de down and he joyfully opens the letter. It reads:
"Dear Frank.LlLater, Felicia". CUT TO...

Frank putting a letter in the mail basket addressed to
Felicia. DI SSOLVE TO...

- El GHT DAYS LATER- MORNI NG

The mail basket is enpty. Frank is sitting next toit in a
makeshi ft rock-branch-chair thingy, |ooking pretty rough.
He has not shaved; his eyes are bl ood-shot and have dark
circles underneath them There is sleep drool all down his
chin and food remains cover his winkled tie (small fly
wings and legs). His skin looks dry and the enpty water
bottle is seen |ying anongst glasses and plates littering
the floor nearby. Looking at the enpty basket, Frank lets
out a big sigh; drops his shoulder in despair and sl unps
back in his chair frowning.

Frank hears A lie approaching and straightens up, knocking
sone of the dried food off his tie in an effort to | ook
present abl e.

Olie surveys the scene in amazenent, shaking his head as
he pulls out a letter fromhis pouch.



18

Frank is watching Alie intently and is trenbling over
seeing the letter with Felicia' s handwiting on it. Fr ank
is so excited that he breaks his chair and stunbles trying
to stand up. QOlie waits for himto regain his footing and
hands himthe letter.

Frank quickly rips the letter open and snells the paper; he
doesn't snell anything and turns the paper over, still no
scent. He lowers his eyes and his disappointnent, trying
to hide themfromdQlie behind the letter.

A lie shakes his head and watches patiently as Frank starts
reading the letter; Frank's smle quickly turns south and
he rolls over in a faint losing control of the letter.

PUSH IN on the letter floating down beside Frank, |anding
next to the enpty water bottle; it reads: "Dear Fred..

FADE TO...

FRANK' S LI LY PAD- CONTI NUQUS

FRANK' S POV. Darkness turns to fuzzy light as Frank opens
his eyes to a dousing of water; blinking, his vision clears
and he sees A lie spraying himdow with water. Raising
his hands to block the water, Frank calls for AQlie to

st op.

FRANK
Olie.dlie.l'mawake.

Hearing Frank's calls, Olie wipes his browin relief and
sets down the water bottle.

St andi ng up, Frank surveys the ness he has made and assures
Alie he is fine.

FRANK
Thanks for |ooking after nme...and the
bath, | feel much better now.

Frank then asks Olie to go to the Sacred G otto and sunmon
t he Oracl e.

FRANK
Coul d you go to the grotto for nme and
sumon the Oracl e.

Alie nods and assured by Frank's smle, flies o.s.
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CalmMy, Frank picks up the letter and the water bottle.
Putting both itens in his nouth, he views his reflection in
the water and takes off his dirty tie. CUT TO...

PATHWAY TO SACRED GROTTO- CONTI NUQUS

Alie is flying straight over a pathway that cuts through
tall green foliage. He passes a carved stone with a flower
growi ng up through the center that has a fish etched into
it, the head pointing in the forward direction; an
attractive | ooking FEMALE DRAGONFLY i s hovering near the
stone. Just passed the stone, Olie realizes that he
really did see an attractive female dragonfly and he throws
on the breaks. Turning around and actually seeing the
femal e dragonfly, Olie drops his jaw at the nmetallic red
beauty. Her wings are such a rich snoke bl ack that they

| ook opaque, her |arge doe-eyes are a vivid enerald green.
Transfixed, Olie whistles and floats toward her.

OLLI E
(wol f whistle)

Approaching the female dragonfly, Olie realizes that he is
only hearing one set of wings. He stops and | ooks cl oser,
noting that the netallic beauty is swaying back and forth
but the wngs are not noving: a balloon. dIlie instantly
darts forward using his mail pouch to shove the ball oon
aside, narrowy escaping Mrtinmer's attack and freeing the
bal | oon of its nooring.

The bal |l oon whi zzes about |osing air contents, while
Mortinmer is left staring at his enpty arnms. Hearing

| aught er near-by, he |ooks through his arnms at several pond
critters that have been com ng down the path, witness to
the whole affair.

POND CRI TTERS
(laughter)

Mortimer scow s and | ooks around for signs of Alie as the
defl ated remai ns of the balloon float gently down upon his
head.

POND CRI TTERS
(rmore | ouder, snorting, |aughter)



Wat ching froma safe distance, Olie smles and flies o.s.

Turning red, and steam ng, Mortiner is furious at his
failure to capture Alie and vows his revenge.

MORTI MER
"1l get you yet, you.you..disfigured
reject!

Swi ping the balloon fromhis head, Mxrtinmer throws it to

t he ground, opens his wings and flies off; the balloon
caught on his leg, trailing after.

POND CRI TTERS
(nore | aughter)

DI SSCLVE TO...

SACRED GROTTO- CONTI NUOUS

Goldie and Alie are waiting patiently near the Alter of
the Oracle as Frank enters the Sacred G otto. Frank is
carrying a flower seed and carefully nmakes his way al ong

the small path that cuts through the abundant flowers and
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circles round the pool to the Alter of the Oracle. Placing

the seed on the dais anongst the other offerings, Frank
speaks the words of truth.

FRANK
Al'l are One.

GOLD E
Al are One, ny friend. How can
hel p you?

FRANK

How can | win back Felicia' s heart?

GOLDI E
You nust nmeet with her and tell her
how you feel

FRANK
But she lives on the outer bank.
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GOLD E
Then you nust go to her.

FRANK (softer)
(gul ping first)Thank you for your
gui dance. Al are One.

Frank drops his shoulder and turns to | eave the Sacred
Gotto.

GOLDI E
St op!

Frank turns back around to find Alie and Goldie staring at
him and smling.

GOLD E
We're not gonna |let you have al
the fun; we're gonna help ya get there.

Frank | ooks to Alie, who nods. Smling, Frank | ooks back
to Gol die who chucks his flower seed back at him

GOLD E
Silly frog...

Frank catches the seed and DI SSOLVE TO...

SWAMP BEYOND THE OUTER BANK- MEANVWHI LE

Trying to undo the knots of string fromaround his |eg,
Mortinmer is sulking on the above ground roots of an old
cypress tree and letting out an occasional curse on Olie.

MORTI MER
..dam dragonfly...

The bal l oon dangles in the air below. Untying the |ast
knot, Mortinmer grabs the balloon and tosses it to the w nd
which throws it right back in his face.

AL
(laughter)

Grabbing the balloon fromhis face, Mrtinmer searches for
t he source of the laughter and freezes i medi ately on
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| ocating the source: AL, an alligator about 3 feet |ong.
The bal |l oon dangling in his hand becones the only novenent.

AL
(deeper laughter), Relax.You're not
worth it, Toot hpick.

Rel axi ng his pose, Mrtiner takes a deep breath and | oosing
his grip, lets the balloon drift down into the nud bel ow
Looki ng over at A, Mrtinmer explains the balloon.

MORTI MER
Don't ask, and don't call ne "Toot hpi ck"

Shrugging as only an alligator can, Al tries to find out
nore about Mortiner.

AL
Li ke ny pa used to always say: If the
shoe fits, wear it. You' re not from
"round here are ya, Toot hpick?

Rolling his eyes, Mrtinmer describes the pond.

MORTI MER
No, | grew up toward the south of here
where the big pond lies, you know the
one with the island in the nmddle, that
has a big weeping willow tree grow ng
out of it?

AL
Never heard of it, is there any food in
this there pond?

Mortinmer starts to say "No", but then renenbers about his
revenge. Rubbing his hands together in a schem ng notion
and grinning, he tells A about the food.

MORTI MER
N..Ch yeah! There are dunb fat frogs
and great big lazy goldfish; nore than
enough to fill your belly and easy to
catch to boot. Let ne draw you a map.

Junping fromhis perch on the root down to a rock in the
mud, Mortinmer grabs a stick and starts drawing a map in the
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mud. His grin gets bigger with each |ine drawn. DI SSOLVE
TO...

FRANK' S LILY PAD-M D- DAY

Smal | grey clouds are reflecting in the surface of the
pond, Frank stares at themfromthe edge of the lily pad as
a light breeze ripples the water making the cloud

refl ections appear abstract and broken. Setting his water
bottl e down behind himand putting on his goggles, Frank

| ooks to Alie who nods. Frank then | ooks to Goldie who
nods. Frank pulls out his water bottle and sets it down on
the Iily pad; he swallows hard and nmakes one | ast

adj ustnent to his goggles before diving in. CUT TO...

UNDERWATER- CONTI NUCUS

Swimm ng awkwardly at first, Frank quickly renmenbers how to
swimand getting into a good stride, he glances back toward

the lily pad to see CGol die waving himon.
GOLD E
(underwat er garbl ed) Good | uck Frank,
we'll be watching out for you!
CUT TO...

OPEN WATER- CONTI NUOUS

Frank is reaching the mddle of the pond ("m ddl e of
nowher e" buoy, the word POND scrawled into a rotating arrow
sign) and can no longer see land in any direction. The
water is getting rougher, the grey clouds are getting

bi gger, and the |ight breeze is getting stronger.

Through the waves Frank glinpses a browni sh shape on the
hori zon. Keeping an eye on this shape he starts to swim
faster, but he notices the shape is getting bigger and

cl oser.

Taking a leap into the air, Frank can see that the brown
shape is indeed AN ALLI GATOR and it is getting nmuch cl oser.
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Back in the water, the alligator is so close that Frank can
see the brown and green coloring on its scales. Leaping
for his |life, Frank soars high in the air as the alligator
attacks his former position. Tine has sl owed down for
Frank, who is |ooking down on the alligator as it rushes up
to neet him He |ands on the head of the alligator, right
bet ween the eyes with a holl ow resoundi ng, thud.

AN ALLI GATOR
t hud.

FRANK
t hud?

Wth a confused | ook on his face he snmacks his foot against
the alligator and gets the sane hol | ow sound.

AN ALLI GATOR
t hud.

Hoppi ng over towards the eye,

AN ALLI GATOR
t hud, thud, thud.

Frank peers into the enpty glass ball seeing only his
reflection. Dunbfounded, he junps back to the top of head

AN ALLI GATOR
t hud, t hud.

and does a 360, checking out the alligator fromits plastic
head to its plastic toe. Shrugging and naki ng a quick
check on the horizon, Frank sees that the stormis really
starting to build and he doesn't have much tine. He sees
that there is nothing else in the water and that he is
closer to the outer bank than he thought. Frank readjusts
hi s goggl es, makes a note to speak to CGol di e about the
plastic alligator

FRANK
Gol di e has sonme explaining to do...

and di ves back in. CUT TO...
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CLASSROOM ON THE OUTER BANK- AFTERNOON

Felicia is stacking a bunch of puff balls in the shape of a
cl oud on her podium and teachi ng her students about
t hunderstornms in a small depression set back in the bank
under a tree root. Her students are naking their own puff
ball clouds, listening intently and keeping an eye on the
gat hering cl ouds.
FELI Cl A
..and as the clouds build, what do you
t hi nk makes t hunder?

Frank's head rises out of the water, sees Felicia, and in
one snooth junping notion |ands at the edge of the
classroom The students and Felicia junp (literally) in
surprise, puff balls fly. Recognizing Frank, Felicia
smles to see him

Frank wal ks over to Felicia, and asks her to marry him

FRANK
Felicia, | love you. WIIl you marry nme?

The students are staring, nouths open in disbelief as
Felicia accepts.

FELI CI A
Yes, Frank, | |ove you too.

Felicia proceeds to give Frank a big kiss that makes him
bl ush bright pink. The students remark and throw their
puff balls at the couple as they giggle.

YOUNG POND CRI TTERS
QGooh! (with giggles)

Brushing stray puff balls fromFrank's head, Felicia tells
Frank she will neet himon May-Pol e night and that he
shoul d hurry back across the pond to stay ahead of the
approachi ng storm

FELI ClI A
| need sonme tinme to get things packed
and noved; | wll neet you on May-Pol e
ni ght so we can be married during the
festival. Be careful headi ng back
across the pond, the stormis heating up.
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Ki ssing himonce nore and sending himon his way, Felicia
waves good-by to Frank. The students al so wave good-by and
let loose with a few stray puff balls in Frank's general
direction.

YOUNG POND CRI TTERS

(giggl es)

Frank heads back toward the water with a big goofy smle on
his face and a tiny puff ball hat on his head. Four eyes
follow himinto the water, blink (one eye lags in the
blink), and di sappear under water. DI SSOLVE TO...

OUTER BANK ON OPPCSI TE SI DE FROM FRANK- MEANVH LE
Al has found the pond; a flash of lighting reveals him
slipping into the water, a malicious toothy grin on his

f ace. FADE TO...

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
OPEN WATER- CONTI NUOUS

Frank is swi nmm ng al ong keeping a steady pace and still
wearing a goofy grin. He has already passed the half-way
poi nt ("m ddl e of nowhere" buoy) towards the island and is
keeping an eye on the storm He can see the plastic

al l'i gator bobbing along the choppy waters, but he pays it
no m nd and keeps swiming. Frank notices that he can
barl ey make out the island when a very |oud crack of

t hunder expl odes over head causing himto leap into the air
in fright. Fromthe height of his junp a flash of
[ightning illum nates the pond and reveals that there are
now two alligators, the [arger one heading his way. A |ook
of horror crosses Frank's face and CUT TO...

FRANK' S LILY PAD- MEANVH LE

AOlie and CGoldie are still on |ookout duty, they are
patiently waiting for Frank to return. Thunder cracks as
Goldie starts tracking the storm

GOLDI E
One, one thousand, Two, one thous...

Olie is practicing the Roll-Over flight pattern. He is in
the mddl e of the high upside down flip when a flash of
l[ightning illum nates the pond.

GOLD E
It's getting closer.

A lie sees novenent over the water and his eyes go w de
when he realizes that he is seeing Frank falling toward the
surface of the pond and two alligators, one of which is
headi ng toward Frank. He quickly infornms Goldie of the
second al ligator using hand signals of two jaws cl anping

t oget her and hol ding up two fingers while he zips back in
forth in a D anond-Back pattern repeating the hand signals.

GOLD E
What ? Sl ow down, stop zigzagging...
two alligators?!!
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Alie nods and hold up two fingers again. GColdie's eyes go
bi g.

GOLDI E
QUI CK!I' Go sound the alarm

Olie flies o.s, while Goldie dives underwater and CUT TO...

OPEN WATER- CONTI NUOUS

Frank is treading water in a state of panic, his eyes are
| arge as he watches Al approach through the first drops of
rain. He is munbling repeatedly and shaki ng his head.

FRANK
.two alligators..Felicia.tw alligators...
dad..belly of gator.waist of nmy tine...
waste of ny life!

Frank has replaced his panic with resolve, tinme has sl owed
down. Lightning flashes to reveal open jaws heading his
way, he closes his eyes and exhal es.

FRANK (V. Q)
(exhal i ng)

CUT TO...

UNDERWATER- MEANVHI LE

Li ghtning sil houette Frank and Al in attacking form Goldie
swins with all her m ght and comes up under Frank
propelling himthrough the air in front of her. The sound
of teeth snapping together

AL
(clanging of teeth cl anping together)

causes Frank to open his eyes and realize he is flying
t hrough the air.

FRANK
Aaahhh!



29

Looki ng around Frank sees Goldie behind himwith a | ook of
pain on her face and behind her the tail end of the Al

pl ungi ng bel ow the surface of the pond. Thunder cracks as
they fall toward the water, rain can be seen dotting the
surface. Coldie yells for Frank to take a deep breath and
grab hold of her dorsal fin.

GOLD E
Prepare to dive and grab hold tight!

They cut through the surface of the water as Frank grabs
hold of Goldie's dorsal fin, Al can be seen com ng up from
the depths below. Goldie imediately banks away from Al ;
and passing a stone marker(a large "|I" shaped stone with
flowering, petite Anubias plants dotting the surface and a
fish carving point the way)head toward the entrance of the
Sacred G otto. Lightning illumnates their path in and out
of various plants, tree roots, and human garbage. Al

foll ows closely behind creating a wake of destruction
behind him Frank watches himnarrow the gap and tugs
harder on Goldie's fin to let her know of the inpending
doom CGoldie | ooks behind her to judge Al's distance,

| ooks ahead to the hole in the rock face with a fish carved
above it and yells to Frank...

GOLDI E
(underwat er gar bl ed) Hol d on

She makes a final push for the entrance to the Sacred
Gotto and they slip safely inside. Al slans into the
surroundi ng rock as lightning and thunder echo his attack.
Al continues to attack the entrance way in a futile attenpt
to capture his prey, he does not see the very |large KO

t hat have begun to surround him CUT TO...

SACRED GROTTO- CONTI NUQUS

Frank and Gol die clear the surface of the pool; Frank takes
a deep breath of fresh air and junps toward the dais. He

| ands awkwardly and scatters all the flower seeds. The
rainis falling steadily maki ng the surrounding flowers
droop. Coldie swins over to the dais and rests her head
against it. She asks Frank if he is ok.

GOLDI E
Are you OK?
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Frank replies that he is ok...

FRANK
| amfine...

and kicking a near-by flower seed, adds...

FRANK
Thanks for hel ping ne escape the
"real" alligator.

Frank | ooks directly at Gol die who acknow edges his
accusation with a nod.

GOLD E
| understand you are upset, but | could
not tell you.

DI SSOLVE TO...

SACRED GROTTO I N THE PAST- SUNSET

GOLDI E (V. Q)
| took an oath as Oracle
in Training to never reveal the truth
about the plastic alligator.

Goldie is facing the ANCI ENT ONES, two very old | ooking
KO, floating in the water in front of the Alter of the
Oacle. CLAIR a small field nouse, sits near the dais
holding a small goblet. GColdie places her right fin over
her heart and...

DI SSOLVE BACK TO...

SACRED GROTTO- CURRENT DAY/ TI ME

GOLDl E
Can you forgive ne?

Frank | ooks down at his feet and up again neeting Goldie's
eyes; an apologetic smle on his face.
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FRANK
| guess so, but why is it in the pond
inthe first place?

ol di e | aughs and expl ai ns about the humans. DI SSCLVE TO...

VI EW OF POND AND | SLAND | N PAST- DAY

GOLDI E (V. Q)
The HUMANS noticed that the HERON kept
eating all the Koi fromthe pond...

Si | houette of human, watching Heron scoop up Koi in their
beaks.

GOLDI E (V.Q)
.but that they stopped when an ALLI GATOR
came into the pond.

Herons are standing on the edge of the pond, squawking and
flapping their wings as an alligator swins toward them

GOLDE (V.0O)
So they renoved the real alligator and
replaced it with a plastic one.

A silhouette alligator struggles in a net held by a human
and cut to...

Human pl acing plastic alligator in pond, pushing it under
and watching it pop back up on the surface and cut to...

GOLDIE (V.0)
The plastic one worked just as well at
keepi ng the Herons away but was al so
safer to all the pond critters.

Heron stand on the edge of the pond; squawking and flying
away at the sight of the plastic alligator.

DI SSOLVE BACK TO...
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Frank hops over to Goldie and gives her a big hug, thanking

her for the explanation...

FRANK
Thanks CGol die, | understand now. You
have hel ped nme in nore ways than one,
but you know that don't you?

Goldie tries to smle in reply, but grimces instead in
pain. Frank | ooks through the water and can see bl ood
coming fromrips in her tail

FRANK
Oh! CGoldie you're hurt!

Frank qui ckly | ooks around the Sacred Grotto and finds it
enpty.

FRANK
Hel p! Somebody, anybody, Hel p! Hel p!

ol di e spl ashes water on Frank and tells himto stop
yel l'ing...

GOLD E
Frank! Cal m down! Stop yelling!

Frank | ooks at Goldie with a puzzled | ook on his face.
ol die answers his look with her reply that she will be
fine and her tail wll grow back...

GOLDI E
Frank, | amok. It doesn't hurt that
bad when | don't nove. | prom se you
everything will be fine and ny tail wll

gr ow back

Frank gl ances at her tail and sees that she is right, the
bl eedi ng has al ready stopped. He apol ogi zes

FRANK
|"msorry, | forgot.

and starts picking up the scattered seeds and pl acing them

back in a pile on the dais. Coldie helps by chucking
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floating seeds in the pool his way. The rain is letting up
and sunshine is starting to break through the cl ouds.

Frank has gotten nost of the seeds back on the dais when
CGol di e breaks the silence and asks about Felici a.

GOLD E
So, did you find Felicia?

At the sound of her nanme Frank junps and scatters the seeds
again. He turns to Goldie and smles. FADE TO...
MAY- POLE FESTI VAL GROUNDS- NI GHT W TH FULL MOON

The festival grounds are alive with consenting gl ow bug

| anterns placed along wres strung in between poles; small
clusters of gl ow ng nushroons provide the rock tables with
illumnation, and the full noon overhead conpl etes the
scene and bathes it in a magical bluish glow Surrounding
crowded dance floor in the center are several occupied rock
tables and a small raised platformfor where the band is
performng a lively tune.

The band brings the song to an end as the CAPTAIN of the
Pond CGuard flies forward and waits as O lie approaches the
platformand stops just in front of the Captain, hovering
at attention. The Captain thanks Alie for his courage and
stealth at raising the Koi guard in a tinme of need.

CAPTAI N
On behalf of the Pond Guard and the
entire Pond, | thank you, Olie Dragonfly
for your courage and speed in the face
of danger. Job, well done.

The wat chi ng crowd appl auds and hoot s.

CROAD OF POND CRI TTER
(cl appi ng) Whoo- Hoo! Yeah!

The Captain salutes Alie and nakes him a bona-fide nenber
of the Pond Guard.

CAPTAIN (V. Q)
| would Iike to welconme you as an
official soldier of the Pond Guard and
present you with these stripes of color.



The Captain renoves Alie's mail pouch, placing it on the
platform and paints on the official Pond Guard Raci ng
Stripes (pin striping wwth swirlies). The crowd cheers.

CROAD CF POND CRI TTER
(cl appi ng) Whoo- Hoo! Yeah!

Frank sheds a tear and nudges Bob with his el bow. Bob
smles and nods in agreenent. DI SSOLVE TO...

SWAMP BEYOND OUTER BANK- MEANVWHI LE

The reflection of the full nmoon shimrering on the surface
of stagnant water is broken by the foot of Al stonmping his
way through the undergrowth. Large whel ps that resenble
t he shape of fish tails cover his body. Small gl ow ng dots
catch his eye as calls for help sounds fromthat direction.

MORTI MER
Hel p! Is there anybody out there?

Al makes his way toward the voice and finds Mrtinmer caught
in a spider's web, struggling to free hinself.

AL
If it isn't Toothpick; caught in a web,
| see. Sweet irony.

Still struggling, Mortiner pleads with Al to help him Al
has taken this noment of rest to start picking fish scale
out of his hide while he listens to Mrtiner's pleas.

MORTI MER
Pl ease Al, help nme out of this ness.
| did help you to a good neal, did | not?

Al snorts at the "good neal" comrent and flicks a fish
scale into the night.

AL
Hel p, you call that help? | got ny ass
ki cked by a bunch of stinking fish! Can't
you see the whel ps all over ny body? You
set nme up..You could have warned ne about
t he Koi .
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Mortimer realizes that he nay be worse of f than he thought
and struggl es even harder as he pleads again to Al

MORTI MER
Oh conme on, ya got away just fine.
Help me out nowand I'll let ya cal

me "Toot hpi ck™ as nmuch as ya |ike?

Al shakes his head and starts to wal k away. Mortiner yells
after him

MORTI MER
Al ? You gotta help nme! Al

Al turns his head and takes one | ast | ook at the struggling
Morti mer.

AL
Hel p you?...Help your-self.

Al flicks a fish scale at Mortiner, and keeps wal ki ng.
Mortimer catches the fish scale and DI SSOLVE TO...

MAY- POLE FESTI VAL GROUNDS- NI GHT W TH FULL MOON

Goldie is watching the festival fromthe water's edge and
admring AQlie's new stripes.

GOLD E
Ww Those | ook really good on you,
kinda |like you were born to wear them
Congr at ul ati ons!

Olie beans with pride as he nods and shifts his body from
side to side so Goldie can see both sides.

WDEN to include festival grounds and platform Goldie and
Alie becone silhouettes as they | ook toward Felicia
approachi ng the platform

PUSH I N to show Bob watching fromthe side of the platform
Bob winks with all four eyes (one of which lags a bit)
toward Coldie. Goldie nods and smiles as Bob mists his
eyeballs with Frank's water bottle, the odd eyeball glares
and | ooks toward the platform
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Frank and Felicia are hol ding hands and staring into each
others eyes as they say their weddi ng vows.

FRANK & FELICI A (in unison)
| do.

Bob smiles really big and all four eyes shed a tear (one of
t hem | aggi ng behi nd) .

PUSH I N as Frank kisses Felicia, AQlie places a heart shape
fl ower chain around them and fireworks expl ode over head.

THE END



